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INTRODUCTION. 


The  following  pages,  hastily  written,  (by 
whom  matters  not,*)  owe  their  existence 
only  to  a  most  sincere  respect  for  public 
rights  and  liberties,  whether  national  or  pa¬ 
rochial  ;  nothing  personal  or  malicious  hav- 

*  The  neighbourhood  has  a  public  beast  of  burden,  on 
which  all  anonymous  brats  are  laid  by  the  wise  men  of 
Goshen,  who,  for  once,  perhaps,  and  now,  will  be  mistaken : 
the  beast  has  already  more  than  he  can  carry. 
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ing  inspired  its  disinterested  author,  who 
is  one  of  the  best-tempered  men  living  ;  he 
loves  mankind,  and  even  monkeys  for  their 
sake  ;  and  there  is,  therefore,  not  a  crea¬ 
ture  living,  resembling  man,  however  weak 
and  contemptible,  or  however  mighty  or 
mischievous,  which  he  hates  or  fears. — 
Measures  and  systems,  not  men,  excite  his 
gall  of  bitterness  yet  if  there  is  a  dis¬ 
eased  creature  soliciting  or  deserving  a  ivhole^ 
some  brimmer y  let  it  open  its  mouth  wide 
and  he  will  fill  it,  and  then,  like  a  good, 
gratuitous  physician,  hopeful  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  wish  him  xo ell-cured ,  and  early. 


LETTER. 


Reverend  Sir, 

It  was  reserved  for  the  ill-fated,  time-serv¬ 
ing  politics  of  Mr.  Pitt,  as  a  feature  of  his 
bloody  domination,  to  lure  gentlemen  of 
your  profession  into  the  magistracy,  and 
scare  firm,  independent  laymen  out  of  if. 
The  policy  was  gigantically  evil  and  de¬ 
moralizing,  and  more  than  consummated 
the  minister’s  infernal  expectations ;  for 
parsons,  supple,  pliant,  easily  seduced, 
soon  sunk  into  willing  spies,  cat’s  paws, 
and  informers,  officious,  mischievous  med- 
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tilers,  busy  bodies  in  all  other  men’s  mat¬ 
ters,  grovelling  in  the  low  and  small  affairs 
of  earth,  or  at  best  misconstruing  Burn’s 
Justice,  and  crucifying  the  Commentaries 
of  Sir  W.  Blackstone,  instead  of  minding 
the  common  but  momentous  business  of  their 
heavenly  kingdom.  You,  sir,  however, 
though  a  priest,  have  long  lived  an  active, 
honourable  exception  to  this  genera!  moral 
metamorphosis;  constituting,  in  your  own 
person,  the  light,  the  spirit,  and  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  little  bench  over  which 
you  preside,  asid  which,  but  for  you,  must 
at  mid-day  wear  the  dusky,  sombre  fea¬ 
tures  of  a  winter’s  eveniiig:  yet  I  have  in¬ 
deed  somewhat  against  you. 

The  anniversary  of  chasing  surveyors  of 
the  roads,  throughout  the  kingdom,  you 
know,  has  just  passed:  the  most  respecta¬ 
ble  of  the  parishioners  of  Earith,  Iliinting- 
(lonshire,  headed  by  their  officers,  met,  by 
virtue  of  your  precept,  on  the  usual  day. 
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at  the  church,  to  chuse  aud  elect  iheiv  sur¬ 
veyors,  when,  after  rejecting  the  old  sur¬ 
veyor,  groxvn  grey  and  corrupt,  two  compe¬ 
tent  and  most  respectable  persons  were  im¬ 
mediately,  and  almost  unanimously ,  chosen 
for  the  year  ensuiim',  and  their  two  names 
conjointly  placed  at  tlie  top  of  a  list  tlien 
made  out,  containing'  eie:ht  other  efficient 
names,  eligible  to  the  duties  of  the  orlice, 
in  conformity  to  the  act  on  the  subject. 
Thus  ended  our  vestry  meelino',  much  to 
the  satisfaction  of  two  extensive  parislies, 
which  triumphed  a  little  at  having  so  iairly 
and  legally  (as  they  supposed)  ousted  an 


obnoxious  officer. 

Short  was  the  triumph! 


For  such  list 


has  recently,  at  an  adjourned  sessions,  of 
which  you  was  t!se  chairman,  been  laid  be¬ 


fore  you,  to  sanction  and  confirm  tile  choice  ; 
but,  strange,  pas.'^ing  strange,”  to  tell, 


you  have  spurned  the  choice,  ana  not  only 
the  choice,  but  the  listj  the  legal,  unexcep- 
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tioncihle  list,  and  travelled  out  of  if,  to  make 
a  surveyor  for  us  !  !  !  And  whom  have  you 
thus  presumptively  made,  chosen,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  office  ;  or  otherwise  unmer¬ 
cifully  thrust  down  our  narrovv  throats  ? !  ! 
Whv,  a  creature  who  had  not  influence 
enough  to  get  even  into  the  list,  not  even  at 
the  bottom  of  it,  because,  in  the  first  place, 
not  an  occupier  himself,  and  secondly,  be¬ 
cause  universally  obnoxious  to  those  who 
are, — I  mean  the  late,  rejected,  cast-off 
surveyor !  !  ! 

This,  sir,  is  the  case,  fairly  stated,  at  the 
instance  of  an  affronted,  insulted  public  ;  and 
our  astonishment  at  it  is  indescribable,  and 
beggars  language  to  express  it.  The  case, 
unsupported  by  evidence,  is  really  improba¬ 
ble ;  what  shall  give  it  a  passport  to  the 

\ 

credence  of  that  extensive  publicity  which 
now  awaits  it  ?  You  must,  by  some  evil, 
secret  influence,  aimed  at  your  good  name, 
have  been  misled  and  deceived.  It  cannot 
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be,  that  you  should  thus  of  yourself  out¬ 
rage  and  set  at  nought  public  law,  public 
justice,  public  choice,  public  opinion,  and 
the  irresistible  rights  of  the  people, — thus 
attempting  to  create  precedents,  which 
basely  trample  on  the  few  little  privileges, 
not  only  of  Earith  and  Bluntisham,  but  of 
every  parish  in  the  united  kingdom. 

Admitting,  for  argument  sake,  a  magis¬ 
trate  to  possess  what  is  called  a  discretionary 
(meaning  arbitrary J  power  to  refuse  sur¬ 
veyors,  legally  elected  by  the  parish,  (a 
power  rarely  used  but  at  the  importunity  of 
corrupt  influence^)  by  what  law,  custom,  or 
prescription,  in  heaven,  or  on  earth,  can 
he  spurn  the  list,  travel  out  of  it,  and  sad¬ 
dle  parishes  with  a  rejected,  corrupt,  ob¬ 
noxious  individual  ?  An  individual  so  sit¬ 
uated  forcibly  reminds  one  of  the  poor 
prophet  Jonah,  ousted  from  the  ship  into 
a  whale’s  belly.  The  case,  however,  is 
not  parallel,  but  shines  by  contrast ;  Jonah 
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was  voluntarily  swallowed  ;  poor  Tommy 
not  sxoallowedy  but  thrust  down,  and,  like  a 
bush-faggot,  sticks  by  the  way  ;  Jonah, 
sickening  the  whale,  was  convulsively 
belched  up  on  terra  Jirma.^ — dry  land, — 
but  Tommy  into  scalding  hot  water,^ — 
where  I  leave  him  !  !  !  He  and  his  abet¬ 
tors  should  remember  that  an  extensive 
parish,  like  Earith,  tolerates  nothing  mo- 
nnrchical,  nothing  aristocratical,  but  is  a 
pure  democracy,  a  disinterested  republic,’ 
which  acknowledges  no  lords,  no  masters, 
but  where  every  man  is  equal,  and  all  eli¬ 
gible  to  its  several  offices,  who  honestly 
live  and  contribute  to  its  well-spent  re¬ 
venues.  Yet  men  there  are  who  defy  such 
an  equitable  system,  and  boast  their  secret 
influence  over  a  bench  of  justices,  to  lead 
them  from  their  straight-forward  duties. 
Let  them  and  their  abettors  beware  !  In¬ 
dependent  flesh  and  blood  cannot  endure 
it,  but  must  and  shall  appeal  to  a  higher 
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tribunal.  Voluntary,  spirited  subscrip¬ 
tions,  already  tempt  and  impel  the  measure, 
when  that  sneaking  closet  influence ^  and  those 
deeds  of  tyranny  and  darkness,  worthy  only 
the  unnatural  trio  who  persecuted  poor  he¬ 
terodox  Gregory,  shall  be  proclaimed 
upon  the  house-top/" 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  not  un¬ 
mixed  with  regret,  I  have  the  honour 
to  be^ 

Reverend  Su\ 

Your  very  obedient  Servant, 

A  Parishioner  of  Earith, 

Hunts. 


Earith,  Oct.  27,  I8I7. 


Dra^ard,  Printer,  Stamford. 
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